The Fray: An album
review
A&E page 11

Finding off-campus
housing
Opinions page

Spring semester
events preview
Features page 8-9

Logger baseball
preview
Sports page 6-7

•

‘' ,,ND TRAIL

THE PUGE
THE STJDENT

EWSPAPER OF T-E UNIVERSITY OF PL GET SOU \D

•

010
FEBRUARY 13, 2009

VOLUME 97 I ISSUE 11

•
Monologues to
raise money for
rape awareness

•

BY LIZZY STAHL
NEWS WRITER

T

•

he Vagina AntiViolence Alliance

(VAVA) hosted a week of
events in the Rotunda called
Vulvapalooza as a precursor
to three performances of

The Vagina Monologues, Feb.
12, 13 and 14. Monologues
are directed, acted and
produced on the UPS
campus with permission
from V-Day, a global nonprofit organization founded
by the writer of Monologues,
Eve Ensler.

•

Each year, V-Day chooses
a spotlight campaign to raise
awareness about rape and violence towards women around the
world. This year's focus is called,
"Stop Raping Our Greatest Resource: Power to the Women
and Girls of the Democratic Republic of the Congo."
Jamie McGovern and TaReva
Warrick-Stone, co-presidents of
VAVA, are excited about the opportunities for learning and discussion that Vulvapalooza provide for the campus community.
"These events are about education and increasing awareness
about violence towards women
and the use of rape as a tool of
war in the Congo; McGovern
said.
V-Day facilitates productions
of Monologues each year in February and March, and the UPS
performances usually coincide
with Valentine's Day.
"The Vagina Monologues have
been produced on the UPS campus for over ten years," Warrick-

•

SEE

VAGINA PAGE
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Sigma Nu relenquishes charter, leaving Union house available
BY MARK DELBRUECK
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Puget Sound community
lost one of its four campus fraternities, Feb. 2. Following Men's
Formal Recruitment, which ran
from Jan. 24- Jan.31, the President of Sigma Nu released a
statement to all Chapter Presidents and Interfraternity Council Officers officially confirming
the fraternity's desire to relin-

quish their charter as a fraternity.
Sigma Nu had been experiencing problems as a chapter
for nearly six years, according to Moe Stephens, Greek
Life Coordinator for UPS.
"From an administrative standpoint, we've given Sigma Nu
fraternity every opportunity
to succeed over a six-year span.
Over these six years, they have
had four default hearings, they
did not at any time in these six

years fill their house to 90 percent and had several risk management violations; Stephens said.
Like any other Universityaffiliated organization, fraternities and sororities must comply with University standards
from housing, to membership
and to risk management. Additionally, all fraternities and
sororities on the Puget Sound
campus are chapters of international organizations, of whose

standards they must also comply.
In an Interfraternal Council
meeting on Thursday, Feb. 5,
Stephens stressed the decision
for Sigma Nu to disband had
nothing to do with the individual members of the chapter,
but rather the functionality of
the chapter as an organization.
"The failure of Sigma Nu as a
fraternity on this campus is not
an assassination on the character
of any of the individuals in Sigma

Nu... While, I admire and respect
many of the individuals who associated themselves with Sigma Nu,
[the chapter] had not been a positive contributor to what we are
trying to accomplish as a Greek
community" Stephens said.
As to where the Greek community is headed in the future, Stephens and the members of the Interfraternal
SEE

SIGMA PAGE
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FOUNDING MEMBER OF PUBLIC ENEMY

ASST. NEWS EDITOR
Chuck D, former member of
Public Enemy, spoke to UPS
students, Feb. 4, urging them
to "put aside childish things."
Chuck D. formed Public
Enemy in 1982. The group is
well known for their album
"Yo! Bum Rush the Show"
which is said to have redefined rap music and hip hop
culture. Recently . Chuck has
been going around the country
delivering a message of social
justice. He has made guest appearances on CNN and Fox
News. Chuck has also spoken
at colleges around the country.
In his two-and-one-half-hour
lecture (or what Chuck prefers
to call conversation and vibe
sessions), Chuck spoke about

minds. Minds are the real-estate
of the millennium," Chuck said.
Chuck had a special message
for the African American students in the audience telling
them "they are only a razor blade
away from trouble at all time."
"There has be a silencing of
intelligence in the nucleus of
the black community over the
last 30 years. You should never
dumb yourselforyoungyourself
down for anything," Chuck said.
Chuck then dove into the
history of rap music, calling rat)
music "black people's CNN.'
Chuck ended the lecture by
urgingeveryone to get apassport.
Everyone should have a
passport and see what the
rest of the world has to offer.
If you don't got a passport,
get a passport. They cost way
less than Uggs," Chuck said.

NEWS WRITER
The Puget Sound campus
and nearby student houses
were victim to several burglaries during December
and January (and particularly during winter break).
Security Services sent out emails to students and faculty,
notifying them of the incidents that occurred and urging that precautions be taken
to prevent further episodes.
Only one robbery was reported to campus security in
December that occurred before students left campus for
their winter vacations. The incident was, reported Dec. 11,
involving two dorm rooms in

Regester Hall. Security provided the Tacoma Police Department with information regarding the incident and suspect
involved, however the thief has
not been found. Belongings
stolen included three laptop
computers and other items.
Security discovered yet two
other rooms in Regester Hall
that were vandalized, Dec. 25.
The two rooms were located on
the garden level; both rooms had
the windows kicked in. Campus security thinks the incident occurred at night, Dec. 24.
On the same day campus
security reported one room
in Trimble Hall vandalized. Two computers were
stolen; one Macintosh computer and one Sony laptop.
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tion would be passed up to the
Board of Trustees, who would
ultimately have the final say.
At the Interfraternal General Council meeting on Feb.
5, Sigma Chi President senior
Kris Knowles expressed an interest in bringing an organization to campus who has an existing alumni base, however no
selection criteria has been set.
While the Sigma Nu chapter is
no longer in operation, the University has decided to allow the
current residents of the Union
Ave. house to continue living in
the unit through the end of the
semester. The decision as to which
organization will occupy the unit
for the 2009-2010 academic year
has not yet been finalized, however applications for exclusive use
of the facility were due on Feb. 4.

It has come to our attention that a mistake was made in the front
page piece regarding the tuition cost increases in last week's issue.
The article stated that the decline in the University's endowment
was caused by a sharp decrease in the Federal Reserve's interest rate.
In actuality, however, the drop in the endowment was largely caused
by the decline in the stock market — not interest rates. The drop in
the Fed's interest rate has, however, caused significant decreases in
the interest earned by the University's operating budget.

-Ed.

Burglaries continued into
January, with off-campus
houses as prime targets.
A house on 11th Street was
burglarized and reported
to campus security, Jan. 11.
Thieves destroyed the inside
of the house with a fire extinguisher, spraying furniture and
other belongings. Furniture
was found turned upside down,
rooms were trashed and miscellaneous household items were
thrown around. According to
campus security, it was difficult
to discover exactly what was
stolen because of the residue left
by the fire extinguisher and the
condition of the house. Items
stolen included a Dell monitor,
binoculars, computer speakers,
a watch, ring, and backpack.

THE P U G E T SOUND TRAIL
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Correction:

Campus hit by vandalism,
theft over winter break
BY KAWIKA HUSTON

•

CONT. FROM PAGE I

Council remained optimistic.
"The university is looking
at several options for bringing another fraternity to the
UPS campus" Stephens said.
The lengthy process of bringing a new Fraternity to campus
is first initiated by submitting
requests for proposals to international Fraternal organizations.
The Puget Sound Interfraternal
Council will then review these
proposals and decide which
fraternities would be invited
to UPS. After deliberating, the
Interfraternal Council will be
responsible for submitting a
recommendation to the Panhellenic Council, who acts as
the governing organization for
sororities on campus, as well
as the general campus community. The final recommenda-

Security Report
The following incidents occurred on campus and
between Feb.3 and Feb. 9, 2009:

reported Security Services

A student reported his Ford Ranger pick-up was stolen from the Thompson Hall parking
lot during the late afternoon. He reported two days later that the Tacoma Police Department recovered his vehicle in a parking lot at the Tacoma Mall.
A staff member reported discovering damage to his vehicle ignition switch. The damage
occurred sometime during the day while the vehicle was parked near Kittredge Hall. It appears an attempt was made to steal the vehicle.
Technology Services reported an LCD projector stolen from a classroom in Thompson
Hall. The security cable securing the project to its ceiling mount was cut.
Security staff responded to two complaints of broken windows on Union Ave. residences.
In both cases the damage appeared to be malicious.
Security staff responded to a complaint about suspected marijuana use in a room in Harrington Hall.
Courtesy of Todd A. Badbom, Di, dorof Sewn* Services
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the Congo. "The Vaginatines
are little origami vaginas with
chocolate kisses attached,"
McGovern said. They are available in WSC for $0.25.
While acknowledging that
these are difficult and personal
issues, the purpose of Vulvapalooza is to foster education,
discussion and reflection about
the experiences of women.
"There are productions
around the world in hundreds
of different languages, and they
emphasize a common message
of the female experience, drawing attention to the need to end
violence against women in all
forms," Warrick-Stone said.
"The focus is on women, but
the goal is to have everyone attend; these issues affect women •
and men," Warrick-Stone said.
"The events are open to everyone and we hope for high
attendance from both sexes,"
McGovern said.

SIGMA

Chuck D lectures on race
everythingfrom the importance
of education to why Barack
Obama is the ultimate rapper.
"[Barack Obama] evokes
emotion, he is full of conviction and he is backed by a
posse that will bust your ass."
Chuck spoke about the new
administration at length. Mentioning that it is important
for young people to "know
what you re fighting for and
who you are saluting to."
Chuck spoke about his own
experience voting for Obama
saying that he voted for the
44th President for all of the
"white and wrong reasons."
Chuck also spoke about
the importance of growing
up and taking responsibility.
"When you pass 18 you have
to put accountability ahead of
fun. You got to hold onto your

CONT. FROM PAGE I

Stone said. And while some of
the individual monologues call
for audience participation, one
of the motives behind Vulvapalooza was to provide another
way for people to interact, with
an emphasis on education."
The production of The Vagina Monologues is a charity
event, and all proceeds from
ticket sales are donated to the
Sexual Assault Center of Pierce
County (SACPC). "It's for a
great cause, and the women at
SACPC really benefit from the
money we donate," McGovern
said.
SACPC provides services like
a crisis line, rape kits and court
advocates for victims of sexual
assault in Pierce County.
As a way to contribute to the
spotlight campaign, proceeds
from the sale of Vaginatines
will help build a safe house
for victims of rape and assault
in the Democratic Republic of

Lecture: A founding member of the rap group Public Enemy, Chuck D spoke to students in Schneebeck concert hall, Feb. 4, on race. He paid particular attention to the results of the election.

BY KATHARINE WEISS

THE TRAIL

DAVID DROGE
FACULTY ADVISOR

•
•

•

•

•

OPINIONS
FEBRUARY 13, 2009

THE TRAIL

•

3

Technology grows
as privacy dwindles

•

BY ISABELLE EYRE
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Cry for help, call for action
•

BY LISA GRISWOLD

OPINIONS WRITER

As the world is moving towards a higher level of international understanding, the trend
of being an activist has come
about. I am betting you are
quite familiar with the terms
Darfur, Sudan, and genocide.
The events happening in the
far off continent of Africa call
for help from human rights organizations and governments
across the world. The t-shirts,
signs, and the Facebook "cause"
application
are frequent
Read
images
that
More:
may leave you
For further
with the imreading, pick
pression that
awareness and
up Letters
change occur.
to a Young
Despite evActivist
eryday
citizens
By Todd
expressing
Gitlin
their
disapproval of these
atrocities and the U.S. government pledging to grant aid, the
question that arises is: how effective have our efforts actually
been? More than six years since
the pinnacle of the Darfur conflict in 2003, the wide scale and
highly unquantifiable genocide rages on. The reality of it
is, not enough is being done to
halt the atrocities. In fact, this

trend of inefficiency in addressing international humanitarian
problems is nothing new. Time
and time again, the recurrence
of genocide around the globe
is combated by ineffective action within domestic and international diplomatic policy.
As the United Nations delineates, the conflict in Darfur is a
result of long standing ethnic
tensions. Working with the excuse of resource unavailability
and the resurgence of ethnic
cleansing, the Sudan Liberation
Army (SLA) and the Justice and
Equality Movement ( JEM),
worked to combat the oppressive government regime. President Omar al-Basir responded
to the SLA and JEM by deploying a militia, the Janjaweed,
to suppress the uprisings. The
Janjaweed utilize tactics such as
torture, sexual violence, and destruction of villages that cause
constant terror and fear. Not
to mention, this long standing
conflict has directly resulted
in thousands of refugees and
internally displaced people.
The Bush administration
offered minimal aid by declaring a state of emergency,
restating domestic laws affecting those involved, promising
to help the United Nations
peacekeeping forces, and sending insignificant amounts of
aid. A variety of non-profit

organizations continue to offer grassroots missions, which
target village reestablishment,
resource renewal, and development projects. However,
the extents to which these efforts reach are not sufficient.
The United Nations' involvement has been similarly controversial. Much of the UN's efforts have been left at a standstill
due to the structure and voting
protocols of the UN Security
Council. Vetoing of proposed
interventionist Darfur policies
has turned the most prized,
diplomatic non-governmental
organization into a lame duck.
And so it seems; to be concerned and ready to act against
the atrocities of the Darfur
genocide has almost fallen out
of style. Because to some, solving the genocide has proven
to be an epic existentialist
battle, the force of individual
combat has turned to a simmer and policy propositions
have relatively petered out.
The same inaction can be
seen in almost all genocidal
issues from history or in the
present. Consider some other
examples of genocidal acts that
have taken place in any location
around the world: Rwanda,
Bosnia, Cambodia, and Kosovo
are only a handful of locations
where atrocities have occurred
SEE ACTION PAGE 4

If Michael Phelps' recent
marijuana smoking scandal has
taught us anything, it is that
the power of mass communication cannot be underestimated
or contained by any stretch of
the imagination. In the days
before digital technology and
the Internet, photographs of a
sports star in a compromising
position could be controlled
through bribery and coercion,
but even these underhanded
methods could not contain a
million college students with
cell phone cameras. It is not
even only thepublic forum
where the spread of electronic
information goes unchecked.
Popular tween writer Stephanie Meyer's book Midnight
Sun, still being written, was
leaked online by one of the
close associates she sent the first
draft to. Why, even as I write
this, ResNet could be monitoring the online fact check I
just did on the last sentence.
In a world in which such electronic 'paper trails' exist; are
the ,prospects for our generations new movers and shakers,
future leaders, and prospective
big shots marred by the evidence of youthful idiocy that
runs rampant on the Internet?
In other words, will Facebook be the death of all
future political careers?
Past presidents have had to
rely on the trustworthiness of
their friends to keep adolescent
indiscretions a secret—theoretically, could the prospective fiftieth president of the
United States' Facebook wallto-wall with his best friend in
college be the front page of
the New York Times (assuming mankind still exists at this
point and the New York Times
hasn't gone under yet, both big
assumptions)? Even if future
political leaders delete their
Facebooks, something which
is famously difficult to do com-

pletely, is there some secret
way to drudge up the deleted,
semi-idiotic data? Does Mark
Zuckerberg have the ability to
blackmail us all? Or are these
just the paranoid ramblings
of a jaded college student?
It is difficult to say.
While it may be a bit of a
stretch to say that Facebook's
creator is going to try and extort us with information that
was public information to begin with, there is some practical precautions that average
Joe internet user should take
when posting personal information online. I have had
bosses that asked me to look
up potential employees on various social networking websites
and 'scout them out. I used to
think that using 'Friends Locking' and other such precautions were good enough, but
after some simple research, I
learned that it was not so. Website administrators are capable
of looking at anything and
everything that is posted on
message boards—and editing
them, at their own discretion.
Back in 2005, there was a
rather large stir over at Livejournal when the supplementary website, Frienditto, came
about. Frienditto allowed users
to archive Livejournal 'Friends'
posts in a public journal—
including the posts that these
People had made private, or
Friends Locke& There was a
large hullabaloo over it, and
the website has since met its
demise. This is just one example of the fragility of information privacy on the Internet.
With all this information in mind, can we say
whether or not things are
more or less secure since the
inception of the Internet?
It cannot be proven for sure,
but I would venture to guess
that the only difference is that
less effort is required to dig up
dirt and violate privacy than
SEE PRIVACY PAGE 4

Off-campus house hunting reigns in new crop of competitors
BY WALT MITCHELL

OPINIONS WRITER

This spring heralds the coming of numerous changes and
decisions for the students at
UPS. Freshmen toying with
the idea of transferring need
to decide if they are in it for
the long haul, sophomores
must choose a major, and seniors are jumping into a career,
enrolling in graduate school
or otherwise making serious
decisions about their future.
One of the most important
decisions facing students who
will attend UPS next year is the

prospect of off-campus housing. Students looking to rent a
house must leap through various
hoops, and the earlier the better.
A month or so ago, I asked
an upperclassmen friend about
the process, being the ignorant
freshman that I am. He claimed
that the competition of the process was detrimental to relationships with friends. "You have
no friends in housing season,"
he quickly replied. "You can't."
His impression of the process
is not an uncommon one. Upon
request, students who have
rented off-campus (or even oncampus) houses can share their

Today in
Trail History 1 949

horror stories of housing season, and recount the hurt feelings or less-than-ideal house
mates that resulted from it.
Indeed, as January bleeds into
February, students are already
feeling the heat. For every person who successfully signs their
lease, someone sees the door of
their ideal house slam in their
face. For every perfectly balanced group of friends, there
will be a handful of unfortunately mismatched house mates.
But is this process such a negative one ? Granted, the competition breeds some unwanted
and awkward situations. If

we consider the alternatives,
though, we realize that housing
season is actually quite healthy
for students' social growth, and
that off campus life is a welcome
departure from the "summer
camp" feel of assigned living.
Students who opt to live
on campus put their names
into the 'housing lottery, and
UPS decides where to place
each student. Students who
wish to live off campus email
and speak directly with landlords and current tenants.
The latter clearly does a better job of preparing us for "real
world" interactions with prop-

The 1949 Homecoming king was
elected by measuring the length of
contestants beards during halftime of
the football game against UW.

1956

erty owners, when we no longer live on a college campus
and must fend for ourselves.
Now is the perfect time to
learn how to find and secure
a quality living space; the lessons of this experience far outweigh the social drawbacks.
The social benefits of pursuing an off campus house, despite the risks and drama, do
not end with housing season.
The diversity of housing costs
is terrific training for later responsibility. On-campus students need only pay one general
SEE OFF CAMPUS PAGE 4

The inaugural campus-wide
Greek Week celebration is
held in order to "rid the community of prejudice."
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Dorm life facilitates friendship
I was told that the squirrel had
gotten into the dorm because it
had fallen into one of the alcoves
outside of the windows. After
Living in a dormitory is an ex- thirty minutes of people screamperience no one forgets. This is ing and jumping onto tables, the
definitely the closest I have ever squirrel was caught and released.
A dormitory is also home to
lived to someone. At home, I have
the
physical emotions of its resimy own bathroom and the entire
dents.
Once I was waiting for my
floor to myself. I can do whatever
I want when I want, like simply friend to go get dinner when I
taking a shower. Regrettably that heard an outburst. A couple were
is not possible at Puget Sound. having a really loud fight in the
I live in the basement of my entranceway. It went for an undormitory, so there are only 5 comfortable amount of time, and
other people sharing the same when my friend was ready and
bathroom with one shower. But we finally left, they were still going at it full force.
even then, lines
Living in a
form in the
I
once spent my morndormitory
is also
morning to use
probably the
ing waiting for the showit. I once spent
first time anyone
my morning
er, only to find that I was has had a roomwaiting
for
already late for class.
mate. I feel like
the
shower,
I lucked out in
only to find
that regard. I have
that I was ala
great
roommate.
He does not
ready late for class. Living in
care
what
music
I
play
or what
a dormitory is not just about
bathroom dissatisfaction; my side of the room looks like,
there are a lot of other things. which is a mess. I have heard
Crazy stuff happens in dor- many horror stories about roommitories. On a Tuesday night I mates so I was dreading it. One
was trying to go to sleep when I story had the most disgusting
heard screams from the lounge. human to ever live. He would
I opened the door to see Mar- spit on the floor, leave dirty dishcus in a crouched run holding a es and underwear around the
broom like a spear. As I opened place as well as asking his house
my mouth to say "what the mates to do the washing for him.
The most interesting thing to
$@*&" I moved my field of vime
about dormitory life is how
sion and saw a squirrel. While
fast
you can become friends with
a bunch of guys were trying to
trap the squirrel using furniture, anyone. Any person is literally

Yu
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no more than a 30 second walk
away. I became friends with one
person because I had already become friends with his roommate
and was spending so much time
in their room, it just happened.
Also after you become fiiends,
it's great because a good friend
is never far away. I hardly spend
any time in my room unless
I'm doing homework or sleeping because I'd rather be hanging out in my friends' rooms.
However, never being far away
from otherpeople is a doubleedged sword,. It means you have
to hear everything that is going
on. Several I woke up at 3AM to a
loud pounding coming from the
ceiling. It sounded like someone
was moving furniture or repeatedly jumping up and down. In fall
semester I opened my window
and was nasally assaulted by the
smell of vomit. I went upstairs to
see what happened and apparently the vomitee had suddenly
got sick and could not make it
to the bathroom. He offered to
clean it up which I thought was
really great of him and that is
strangely how we became friends.
Living in a dormitory does
a lot of things to a person. It
forces them to grow in maturity
as well as responsibility: after all,
those clothes and dishes have to
be washed sometime. It is also
where many memorable things,
for good or for worse, happen
that everyone tells stories about
in life outside of the dormitory.

Spice up your life: WA outdoors
LIZ CEDERBERG

OPINIONS EDITOR
Maybe it is due to my inexperience, or perhaps lack of knowledge, but until last year I didn't
fully understand the fascinating
hobby of exploring the great
Northwest. Washington has a
number of topographical adventures that one should embark on
at least once in their time spent
at UPS. Now for all of you who
are like me and think that you're
not an outdoorsy person, trust
me, you are. I'm not saying to
go climb Mt. Rainier (at least
not yet) on your first outing, but
there are a number of activities
to do in the Washington area
that range from mild to extreme.
Coming, to Washington from
the "flats of Minnesota, the
mountain ranges here offer a
sense of adventure and risk,
something that will fuel any
adrenaline junkie. We will start
off on the more moderate side of outdoor excursions; here are some
great suggestions that
will get even the laziest ass out of the Puget
Sound bubble. Personally, I think one of the
best introductions in
getting to know Washington a little bit more
intimately is a hike to
the hippie Hot Springs
(officially known as the
Olympic Hot Springs).
These Hot Springs are
located in the Olym-

197 0

hike, faces to climb, and runs
to ski. If you're well equipped
with knowledge, experience and
the tools necessary to combat
the outdoors, the Kautz Glacier
is known to be a good climb.
However, don't be discouraged
beginners! Mount Rainier is for
you too. Along with countless
scenic outlooks, a good trail to
hike if you're purely a novice or
consider yourself within the intermediate level is Pinnacle Peak.
Pinnacle Peak calls the middle
of the Tatoosh Range its home.
Round trip is a mere 2.5 miles
with a gain of 1050 feet. Now
I don't know about you, but taking an average of two hours to
complete, this constitutes at least
a weeks worth of exercise for me.
Whatever you shall choose to
do, there are a number of excellent reference/guide books that
you can consult for any adventurous whim that you may have.
If you don't have a car, find a
buddy that does. Go on group
outings, the more
the merrier. No
friends ? Well at
least you'll be able
to find some peace
of mind. Not exploring some aspect
of the mountain
ranges, the rivers,
or other treasures
that can be found
among Washington's various natural wonders is a
time well wasted...
and this is coming from a city girl.
PHOTO COURTESY / MARK DELBRUECK

pic range and will take you on
a scenic drive about two and a
half hours away from school.
From the trail head you can expect an approximate two-mile
hike to the Hot Springs, which
are set deep in the forest complete with a picturesque river
racing down the mountain.
The Olympic Peninsula hosts
yet another ideal place to take a
day trip. The Elwa River (conveniently located right around the
corner from the Hot Springs)
is a nature lover's paradise. Secluded within untainted forests, the Elwa River is allglacial
runoff. This is of significance
because it is what gives the
Elwa River the clear blue/green
color. However, be warned not
to go in early spring unless you
have some sort of twisted desire to turn into a human icicle.
For the more experienced
readers, Mt. Rainier hosts a wide
variety of activities. There are
a number of different trails to

The Board of Trustees approved a recommended
tuition increase of $200 for the 1971-72 school
year. It was raised from $1600 to $1800 to accomodate a new student counseling center.

THE TRAIL
OFF CAMPUS
housing cost. Those off-campus must make distinctions
between costs, like paying for
cable and internet, not to mention necessities like heating and
electricity. Again, the off-campus experience closer resembles
the reality we must soon face,
despite its inconvenience.
Admittedly, simple payments
are sometimes desirable for
college students, as they learn
to live on their own for the
first time. In fact, since most
students are funded exclusively
by their parents, the issue of
housing never even crosses the

student's mind. The students
who live on campus have every
right to wish for this simplicity.
Despite the comfort simplic
ity might offer, there comes
a time for the swimmer to

ACTION
in the past century alone. Delayed and inadequate intervention occurred. Thousands of
human beings lose their livelihoods, and in many cases, their
lives. It is important to recognize that these events that occurred in different countries
possess significant variations;
however, the similarity of an
apathetic response is the key to
understanding this argument.
The reality is: although we
claim to care, are we really concerned enough to make the appropriate changes ? And even
more so, are we willing to exert the long standing effort to
do so, even though it may take
quite awhile? For the majority of the population, the answer seems to point towards
no. We want to show concern,
but only to a degree where not
too much effort is abound.
Todd Gitlin, a professor of
sociology at Columbia University, explains in his book, Letters to a Young Activist, that
this apathetic attitude can be
contagious. He is left to propose this incites the theory:
no noise, no improvement.
Inaction and effort is a sad excuse for action is deplorable.
Even if you have heard the
stories about Darfur and have
tried your hardest within the
scope of your individual influence to do something, Try
again. Try harder. As Gitlin

PRIVACY
in the 'olden days. When push
comes to shove, people will always find a way to invade each
other's privacy—it is just our
way. From a mother reading
her daughter's diary, all the way
to government wiretapping of
journalists, the game is still the
same. The Internet has only
altered the playing field and
tweaked the rules a little bit.
Do I think we're all doomed?
Not any more than we were
before. Because sending naked
photographs of your sixteenyear-old-self isn't a good idea
whether it is by email, text
message, or the Pony Express-

1983

CONT. FROM PAGE
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throw away the water wings
and learn to stay afloat himself.
And why not? The freedom
that an off campus house offers
seems almost absurdly preferable to the thin walls, shared
showers and highly monitored
life that on-campus life presents. Perhaps I am wrong in
my assumptions, but I prefer to
have a moderate amount of privacy, and to keep my home life
and schooling quite separate.
Not everyone can secure
an off campus house. I myself have signed no lease, as
of yet. I wish to posit only
that the trials of housing season are well worth struggling
through, should you succeed
or fail in finding your house.

•
S

CONT. FROM PAGE 3
suggests: "without your activity,
things might as well be worse.
Be willing to take the chance
that you might leave the world
better than you found it—
though without any guarantees.
You don't need guarantees." I*
It is hard to do, I admit. Remaining resolute in the face of
events happening thousands
of miles away is an almost incomprehensible task, but in
the grand scheme of things,
we are the ones who must do •
something. Activism only
works with a renewable of
zeal and continual rethinking.
You have a chance to be a part
of a movement that would be
the stop to genocide through
legitimate individual action. 0
In order to become more involved, I suggest you first educate yourself further by logging
on to non-profit organizations,
such as Save Darfur or Amnesty International. Join clubs
on campus associated with humanitarian issues, such as Students for a Free Tibet, Fight
the Illicit Gains of Human
Trafficking, and the UPS chapter of Amnesty International.
Write letters expressing your
concern to influential people
in policy making institutions.
Do something because doing
nothing does, well, nothing.

•

CONT. FROM PAGE 3
never mind if the receiver is a
classmate posing as a member
of the opposite sex in a complicated and convoluted attempt
to blackmail the entire male
population of the school. Yes,
this is a real life example. It is, in
fact, still a stupid idea. Parents
try to educate their children on
the importance of Internet safety—it might be better if they
start out educating them on the
importance of common sense.
If examples such as the
aforementioned are any indication, there is a dearth of it.

Jerry Everard reports three ASUPS officers, including President Mike Healey and two Senators,
to be ineligible due to a by-law regarding the
number of units needed to hold a position.
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"HEY YOU: jerks who
keep tearing down Campus
Films posters: Rule Zero!
"HEY YOU," I really enjoyed our date last night.

•

It tasted like a prune.
"HEY YOU: why did
you leave your shoes at my
place? Don t you need them?

Love Carefully.
Protect yourself.

9

FREE condoms

t

s

Wanna submit a Hey
You? Email trailheyyou@
ups.edu or put one in the
box in the cellar.
Rules:
No reference to
drug or alcohol use
No references to
identifiable people
No excessive use
of foul language
"HEY YOU," seeing you with
glasses makes my knees buckles.
"HEY YOU," being with
you girls for every dinner makes my life complete.
"HEY YOU,". Wanna hear
Garden Level and What
She Said, and win prizes
like a Wii or a free massage ? Come to Casino Night:
i21 6 pm.. Marshall Hall

•

"HEY
pierced
YO U,"
bearded man. You have a nice
beard and a nice piercing.
Happy
Easterkwanzaakah!
"HEY YOU," Feliz Navidad! I'd fall for your behindthe-back pass any night.
"HEY YOU: random
butt-play
please!
ginger
"HEY YOU: I kinda think we'd be perfect. I wish you'd realize.
"HEY YOU," little lizard
lymphocyte, why won't you
pop my colla for a dolla ? I wish
we could eat from the dead
area in between the grass of

your last remaining omalette.
"HEY YOU: sexy hawaian
girl in the basement of Schiff,
I wanna put my lime in your
coconut and shake it all up.
"HEYYOU," with the hotdish
t-shirt, I saw you in the cafe and
I all I wanted. to say was "hello."
"HEY YOU," I enjoyed playing your "drums" last night!
"HEY YOU: boyfriend with
the cute butt...can't wait to see
you play baseball this season.
"HEY YO U: "HEY YO
The Peculiar Adventures of
Tort the Turtle. Chapter one.
Once upon a time there was a
small turtle named Tort and
everyday Tort the Turtle went
exploring through his favorite pond. One day, a Tuesday
actually, Tort was swimming
along and he stubbed his toe on
something strange and peculiar. If you know what Tort discovered, send a Hey You with
the next chapter of the story
and it will be posted next week.
"HEY YOU: snow, go back
to January where you belong.
"HEY YOU: you. Hey.
"HEY YOU: I wish I could
be madly in love with you.
"HEY YOU," it's OK that
you didn't miss me while I
was abroad, and that you
don't miss me now. I deserve better than you anyway.
"HEY YOU," bearcub,
I've heard milk is good

during National
Condom Week
February 14 - 21.

for the body, but damn,
how much did you drink?!
"HEY YOU," Hey you, girl
who worked at the law office
with me during break, yeah
you, you were a huge help!...and
the boxes are still sitting there!

if3 Planned j.3rewreepthood®
www.ppgnw.org 1.800.23o.PLAN

"HEY YOU: Oppenheimer chairs, why do you
loved to be kicked so much?
I think it's pretty sadistic.
"HEY YOU," when you cough
it sounds like a screaming moose.

Ask if you qualify for reduced fee services.
We'll bill most major insurance companies.
Planned Parenthood• is a got(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. OD zoog Planned Parenthood• of the Great Northwest.

rigierifirigAGWAWMffliffeldgitififigirf

"HEY YOU," if I could rearrange the alphabet, I would
put U and I together, but if I
could rearrange your face, so
that it resembled a better looking face, I would do that first.

PUGET

The Latest From Technology Services

"HEY YOU: you would
be lucky to have
me.
Don't screw this one up.

NOTICE THE BUMP IN BANDWIDTH?

On 2/7, we established a 50 Mpbs connection to the
state's K-20 Network for academic and administrative
buildings. The 45 Mpbs once shared by everyone on
campus is now solely for residential users. We plan to
increase the residential connection to 100 Mpbs by
the end of spring break.

"HEY YOU," small, mustachioed man, with a penchant for
wine, and girls named Lenore:
see you in Trimble on the 16th.
"HEY YOU: we have a
class together and I like you.
If you like me, then show me
you care by subtly scratching your left ear at 11:45am.

SURF WHILE YOU SWEAT!

We're pleased to announce the Memorial Fieldhouse
now has wireless access.

"HEY YOU," Everyone
should DEFINITELY go to
RSA's Casino Night February
28 from 6-9:30. There will be
great prizes to win, including
Southwest Airline gift cards
and a Wii game system!!!

TECH TALK AND FREE FOOD!) ON 2/20

Join us in Library 020 at noon on Friday, Feb. 20,
for lunch and to hear Jesse Keating of Red Hat
speak on "Working in Open Source and Instant
Gratification." Co-sponsored with ASUPS.

"HEY YOU," Campus
Security, learn what respond immediately" means.

www. Ups. EDU ITS

,for, irommisoimorme:.
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FOR A 4X4 PUZZLE, FILL IN USING
ONLY NUMBERS 1-4
DO NOT REPEAT A NUMBER IN
ANY ROW OR COLUMN
THE NUMBERS IN EACH HEAVILY
OUTLINED SET OF SQUARES, CALLED
CAGES, MUST COMBINE (IN ANY
ORDER) TO PRODUCE THE TARGET
NUMBER IN THE TOP CORNER OF
THE CAGE USING THE MATHEMATICAL OPERATION INDICATED.
CAGES WITH JUST ONE BOX
SHOULD BE FILLED IN WITH THE
TARGET NUMBER IN THE TOP
CORNER.
A NUMBER CAN BE REPEATED
WITHIN A CAGE AS LONG AS IT IS
NOT IN THE SAME ROW OR COLUMN.
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Baseball to begin 2009 season young but hopeful
BY CHRIS DUGOVICH
SPORTS WRITER

Spring sports are already
off to intense starts with
many teams cramming in as
much practice as possible
in preparation for their season openers. Logger baseball
is no different; they've had

team," said Sophomore David Thirbly (Seattle, Wash.).
This new attitude combined
with a more intense practice
schedule has the team looking
to be competitive in the Northwest Conference this season.
"If not the best, definitely
the loudest," says Thirbly, "we
do have Dakota Resnik on the

which forces the freshmen to
play larger roles than in years
past. This year, everyone will
have to contribute because
there is not one, two or even
three guys that can carry the
team. The younger guys are
motivated to improve and
fight for playing time, forcing the older guys to stay on
top of their game. The older
guys motivate the freshmen
by pushing them to improve
so that they are prepared
for the talent level of teams

ing have really helped us figure each other out. Through
it all, we've started to recognize our potential as a team,
and even better, we've started to trust one another. We
know each other's capabilities
as ball players," said Powell.
"Our team goal is to win our
conference. To us anything

For now, it seems these guys
are looking to win the conference, and to have fun doing it.
"We are constantly making fun of each other and
laughing out there while
still maintaining a high
level of focus, so it should
be a fun year," said Thirlby.
The men's baseball team

•
•

a
"Our team goal is to win

our conference. To us anything less than that means
that we didn't really play up
to our potential."
-David Thirlby

ASUPS PHOTO SERVICES/KEVIN CURLETT

Junior Travis Hernandez (Burlington, Wash.) makes contact with an
incoming pitch. Hernandez will play third base for UPS this season.

regular workouts since a productive fall practice schedule
and are working to build on
a disappointing 2008 season.
Last year towards the end
of the season the team was
plagued by injuries, which contributed to some low morale
and loss of motivation from
some members of the team.
"This year we're staying a
lot more positive and really
trying to eliminate the problems we had last year with our

team, and he never shuts up."
This year's team is truly
a ragtag bunch, boasting a
number of diverse individuals, especially the younger
guys, says Catcher Jason Powell (Redwood City, Calif.).
"Well one of them is
quite scary, we call him
Big Ugly,' said Powell.
It's this dynamic, it seems,
that will either make or
break the team's season.
"We are a young team,

in the NWC," said Powell.
However, having a young team
does have its disadvantages.
"We have no seniors on the
team, so it has been difficult
for some to make the transition into leadership roles. The
bright side is that it will give
the youngerguys a chance to
step up and show us what
they can do," said Thirlby.
An intense fall season
coupled with a demanding
workout regiment has helped
the team tremendously,
both Thirlby and Powell say.
"As a young team, we had a
lot of guys who came in not
knowing the ropes, so the intense practices and condition-

S
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Jason Powell prepares to tag a runner in a game last season. Powell is
one of only a few remaining upperclassmen for the Loggers this year.

less than that means that we
didn't really play up to our
potential," added Thirlby.
As for rumors of preseason
rituals or pre-game superstitions, Jason Powell says
there's always room for that.
"It's baseball, of course we
have rituals and superstitions. Nothing big has happened yet, but the season
is young, so I'm sure something will come up soon."

makes their debut on Feb. 14th
in Lacey, Wash. against St.
Martins. They'll be aided by
the aforementioned Dakota
Resnik (Bellevue, Wash.),
who garnered Second Team
All-NWC honors last year,
and also D-1 transfer Mark
Rockey (Mountlake Terrace;;
Wash.). Come out and support
the Loggers for what promises to be an exciting season.

Women settle score with Pacific Lutheran, 79-57 •
Loggers maintain second place in Northwest Conference standings
BY BRIAN WALKER
SPORTS WRITER

Last week the UPS women's basketball team faced off
against both the PLU Lutes
and the George Fox Bruins.
Although the Loggers
were able to handily defeat
Pacific Lutheran 79-57,
they could not overcome
the mighty fifth-ranked
Bruins, falling 49-38 to
the conference leaders.
The University of Puget
Sound hosted rival Pacific Lutheran on February 3 for the
TRA Pink Zone Night. The
women donned pink headbands, socks and shoelaces to
raise breast cancer awareness.
The Loggers were lead
by Junior Guard Claire Ely
(Walnut Creek, Calif.) who
had 22 points on the evening,
shooting seven-of-eleven
from two point range. In addition to her scoring ability,
Ely helped out on defense by
contributing eight rebounds.
Closely following Ely werFreshman Jocelyn Riordan
(Lake Forest Park, Wash.)
who had 14 points, and Freshman Courtney Blume (Olympia, Wash.) who had 13.
It was because of these
strong performances that the

Loggers were able to jump
to an early led that they
would not relinquish the entire first half. The Loggers
went on a 9-2 scoring frenzy
to end the first half 34-18.

"With their record of
8-4, the Loggers currently
hold sole possession of
second place in the conference. A win against Whitman on Saturday would
further solidify their position as they consider the
possibility of a conference
championship."

Just over five minutes into
the second half, the Lutes
had managed to reduce the
lead to seven points, 3932. PLU's efforts were led
by Amy Spieker and Trinity. Gibbons with 15 and
14 points respectively.
Fearing a comeback, the
Loggers resumed their previous scoring hot streak.
Blume droppin her second
of three goals from threepoint range. With the lead

back up to ten, the Loggers
steadily climbed back into
a position of dominance.
With a final flurry of scoring, including four made free
throws by Junior
J
Natasha
Ludwig (Hilo, Hawaii), the
Loggers ended the rivalry
game with a score of 79-57.
The win was especially
sweet for the Loggers because of the loss they suffered at the hands of the
Lutes earlier this season.
On Saturday February 7,
the Loggers took the court
once again at Collins Memorial Fieldhouse to play the undefeated George Fox Bruins.
George Fox held the Loggers
to ten points in the first half,
six of which were in the paint.
The Loggers were able to
reclaim some points from the
Bruin's lead but George Fox
quickly put together a steady
offensive effort, climbing
steadily to a 17-point lead
with 12:35 left in the half.
George Fox's Keisha Gordon was the game's high
scorer with 23 and lead
her team in rebounds with
seven. Adding to Gordon's
play was Kristen Shielee
who had 14 points and an
impressive four blocks.
SEE WOMEN PAGE 7
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Overhead: Freshman Courtney Blume (Olympia, Wash.) looks
towards an open teammate in last week's game against PLU.

•

•

SPORTS
FEBRUARY 13, 2009

THE TRAIL

° Men
•

keep record-setting win
streak alive with pair of victories

t
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Left: Junior Bryce Levin shoots a long jumpshot over his defender.
Right: Senior James Pinkey (San Diego, Calif.) jumps prior to a shot.

Men's Basketball team had a record of 11-0 in the Northwest
SPORTS WRITER
Conference after their game
The UPS Men's Basketball and 18-2 overall.
Within the first ten minutes of
team continued their reign
last weekend as the matched the game the Loggers were ahead
off against PLU and George 11-0 after a ten point streak in
Fox beating both teams 84- just over a minute. Although
*59 and 100-79 respectively. it was fairly balanced game of
possession
T h e
during the
Men's LogThe Logger's sport an imfirst nine
ger's Bas
Ina nu te
ketballticam
pressive full-court press ,wh
their run
r
many teams have attempted, yet
set
the
delivered
a swee ping
unsuccessfully emulated.
tone
for
S win during
a notably
their much
anticipated successful
TRA Pink Zone Night against thirteenth win over the Lutes.
local rivalries PLU last Tues- The Logger's sport an imday, February 3. The Lutes, pressive full-court press which
garbed in light pink tee shirts many teams have attempted, yet
ip to honor the fight against unsuccessfully emulated. Their
breast cancer fell to UPS at press helped to seal a 13 point
the Memorial Fieldhouse. lead, 42-29 by halftime. UPS's
The Logger's remained in advantage going into half was a
the lead throughout the game, result of the 15 PLU turnovers
pulling off a win with fairly and 10 steals made by UPS.
little contest from the Lutes. Even as they delved into reThe game against PLU helped serve players during the second
to seal a school record of wins- half, the Logger's were able to
in-a-row as the Logger's won maintain a substantial lead of
their thirteenth consecutive over 20 points throughout the
game of the season. The UPS second half. Freshman Guard
BY KYRA FRIEDELL

.

-

David Aberg (Seattle/Wash.)
extended the point difference
to 29, for a game high, scoring the final point for UPS
with 1:57 to go off a jumper.
The Loggers outplayed the
Lutes in many regards including Senior Antwan William's
(Portland, Ore.) 22 point
lead as opposed to the Lute's
high of 12. UPS also out-rebounded PLU 42-34 to top the
night off. Senior Jason Foster
(Spanaway, Wash.) did work
leading his team in rebounds,
steals, and blocked shots.
Saturday, the Logger's broke
the record winning their fourteenth consecutive game of the
season. A major strength for UP S
came from their 36 points off
turnovers as opposed to George
Fox who collected only 22.
After the first half the Loggers were ahead 48-42 in what
looked like a close game, but
UPS quickly widened their
point difference, at one time
by 24 points, taking off after
halftime with a three pointer
by William. George Fox's only
lead was short and a mere two
point difference. The last two
game points were picked up
by Freshman Trevor Crabb to
bring the score to an even 100.
Aside from a note-worthy
winning athletic basketball
season, the Loggers boast an
unparalleled academic season
as well. They proudly support
teammate Junior Guard Colin
Koach (Portland, Ore.) who
was honored, along with fellow Logger Women's basketball
player Senior Karen Chase by
ESPN The Magazine/CoSIDA.
Koach and Chase were recognized on Thursday with
the Academic All-District
VIII Award. This is the second year Koach and his 3.93
GPA have been honored.
The Loggers look to secure
their 15th win in a record-breaking streak next Friday, February 13 at Memorial Fieldhouse.
UPS and Whitworth face off
in a Northwest Conference at
8:00 p.m.

7
WOMEN
The combination of Claire
Ely's twelvepoints and the
double double of Karen
Chase did little to alleviate
the defensive presand offensive efsure
ficiency of the Bruins.
In the game's final seconds, a score by Junior Katelyn Faidley (Seattle, Wash.)
would finally move the Loggers to 38 _points on the whole
game. Of those, 28 came in
the second half. For her performance during the week,
Ely was awarded second-team
player of the week honors.
With the 49-38 victory the
Bruins moved their winning
streak to a record-setting 22
games and demonstrated why
-

they are deserving of their
fifth place national ranking.
The Loggers will look to
improve their conference record with two home games
against NWC opponents.
UPS will first host the Whitworth Pirates on February

CONT. FROM PAGE
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13 followed by the Whitman
Missionaries on February 14.
With their record of 8-4,

the Loggers currently hold
sole possession of second
place in the conference. A
win against Whitman on
Saturday would further solidify their position as they
consider the possibility of a
conference championship.

Upcoming Games
Feb 13 - Whitworth Pirates
Feb 14 - Whitman Missionaries
Feb 20 - @ Willamette Bearcats
Feb 21 - @ Pacific Boxers
Feb 26 - NWC Tournament
Feb 28 - NWC Championship

.
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Right: Junior Caitlyn Faidley accounted for a good part of the Loggers'
38 points last week. Left: Senior Karen Chase (Yakima, Wash.) controls
the top of the key in a game against Pacific Lutheran University.

Trail featured Athletes - Cohn Koach Basketball
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Drive for the cure: Senior Rob Krauel (Phoenix, Ariz.) sports his pink
armband on his way to the hoop in support of breast cancer awareness.

Junior Colin Koach (Portland, Ore.) has gotten considerable playing time for the
Loggers the past two seasons.
Koach has started 9-of21 games this season and
is shooting .429 from
two-point range and .333
from beyond the arc.
What makes Koach especially valuable, however, is
not his considerable skills on
the court. Koach is also an
exceptionally gifted student.
For the second year running, Koach has been
honored with the Academic All-District award
by ESPN the Magazine.
His ability to manage
himself in the classroom
as well as on the hardwood make him an excellent example of a Puget
Sound student-athlete.
"My studies have given
me great perspective and
tools to use on the court or

field," Koach says, "the key
for me is to prioritize my
obligations and live in the
moment. By not obsessing
or worrying about what I
have to do next, I am able
to focus in and do my best
work when the time comes."
When asked if he
had any organizational techniques to share,
Koach kept things basic.
"I'm
also
an
avid
napper,"
he
said.
For all of the discussion
of his academics, Koach
also had some input on
the season and the basketball team's current success.
"This team is headed as far
as we allow ourselves to go.
There is no question about
our talent, the key to our
success is mastering our team
dynamic so that our collective performance is greater
than the sum of our individual talents," Koach said.
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t sec • d semester*
Not only are we at the University of Puget Sound
blessed with numerous diverse campus organizations and clubs, we are lucky enough to enjoy all
sorts of lectures, performances and activities sponsored by these groups. Recent notable performances have included award-winning dance group Massive Monkees, acclaimed writer Sherman Alexie
and popular reggae band Soldiers of Jah Army. This 10
spring promises many more fun events and performances to keep us entertained until summer.

Sherman Alexie, top, Chemistry teachers and students at the Chemistry Magic Show in October,
right, and Chuck D, founder of Public Enemy, all
have graced UPS stages in the last semester.

'NW

No matter what kind of person you are, there is
sure to be an event for you during Spring 2009.
From BGLAD events to theatre performances and
lecture series, UPS is hosting it all. For event dates
and times and ideas for keeping yourself occupied
in the upcoming months, just look to the right.
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*Newfound energy, friendly
Fighting boredom
competition with intramurals in February, March
BY MARY KRAUSZER

FEATURES WRITER
Are you feeling sluggish, inactive, or just plain gross? Do you
spend more than a third of the
day browsing Facebook or re, peatedly checking your e-mail
out of boredom? Have you had
enough of the computer screen
and need a break from your
dorm room walls? The world
of intramural sports awaits you.
For those of us who just need a
way to get on our feet and move
for a while (shall we call us the
athletically disinclined?), intramurals are a great way to get active. I, for one, have recently taken up indoor soccer and, though
I spend most of my time running in circles after a ball I will
never catch, at least I'm running.
But intramurals are not only
for the athletically disinclined;
for you athletes out there who
have a little free time and like
to stay active, or want to enjoy

a sport aside from your forte,
intramurals are the answer.
Even for those of you who
shun the idea of stepping foot
on the court or coming near a
ball, cheering on friends or just
showing up to intramural events
to act as an athletic supporter
gets you out of your textbooks
and into the realm of healthy
competition for a while. (Perhaps you would play better at
the game of waging on winners.)
Currently, the intramural program here on campus includes
13 indoor soccer teams, 14 volleyball teams, and 12 five-onfive basketball teams including
both coed and men's. We are
in the winter session of intramurals, with teams competing Monday through Thursday
nights between six and ten in
the evening in Warner and the
Fieldhouse. Though sign-ups
have already started, there may
be teams still looking for players, so ask around if you're interested in playing right away. The

other option would be to wait
for spring session, which is fast
approaching. Winter session finals take place over the week of
March 10, finishing on March
13. Sign-ups for spring begin
as the winter session comes to a
close and playing resumes at the
end of March. By then, it should
be warm enough to move soccer
outside and, depending on interest, new sports may be offered.
So, if you're ready to cast off
your casing of inactivity and
break into the world beyond
your dorm room (like I did])
head to the Warner gym on a
game night and get active! For
more information about intramurals or when games are
going on now contact Phillip
Hughes, Manager of Intramurals, at pmhughes@ups.edu .
Also, watch for spring session
intramural sign-ups toward the
end of March. Intramurals usually has a table in the SUB during the sign-up period to answer
any questions you might have.

Diversity events abound this
.spring, Queer Prom tonight
BY SHELBY TAYLOR
FEATURES WRITER
Oh, Friday night. Always
promising to liberate us from the
mk hellish week we just had. Always
promising an event of sorts, be
it a party or the game of the season. But, more times than not,
it falls flat of our expectations.
Let tonight, then, hold
change! Dance it up at the
Queer Prom from 8 p.m. to
12 a.m. in the Trimble Forum.
Sponsored by B-GLAD, Bisexuals, Gays, Lesbians and Allies for
Diversity, the Prom will hold,
"Rainbows, costume contests,
free food and [yes, the] dance
party," B-GLAD Co-President
Briana Skirm said. The cost
is $5, with all proceeds going
back to the students. As Skirm
explained, everything earned
"[will] go to the annual LGBT
leadership scholarship we give
out at the end of every year."
Still, what is B-GLAD, aside
from an acronym? Skirm, who
has been involved since her
freshmen year, gives a "Readers Digest version: through
social, political and educa-

tional activism, we strive to
achieve equality for everyone."
To bring us back to the event
at hand, you may wonder why
a prom? Skirm has the answer: "Prom is the dance that
peopleprobably had the most
fun at. [l]t [is] what you wait
for until Senior year, and then
it [is] just over...so we decided to have another one. And
this time, there [is] no pressure on who your date can be."
Attendees at the collegiate
Prom are encouraged to dress
in, "fancy/crazy/pride-related
outfits!" Skirm invites everyone out, and local high school
gay-straight alliance members
may show up, too. This is a
chance for the youngsters to see
that "college, especially UPS,
can be a safe place to be out
and be yourself," Skirm said.
Aside from Prom reincarnated, B-GLAD tries "to have
something going on every
month to get people together
and have some queer-friendly
fun." Although the Queer Prom
may be a first in UPS history, BGLAD has hosted such events
as coming-out dance parties and

Spring 2009 Events
February 16: "Ancient Slavery
and Modern Abolition" lecture
by Edith Hall, Schneebeck
Hall, 5 p.m.
February 18: Career Fair,
Marshall Hall, 4 p.m.; The
Spiritual Heart of Islam lecture,
poetry and dance presentation, Kilworth Chapel, 7 p.m.;
University String Orchestra,
Schneebeck Hall, 7:30 p.m.
February 21: South Sound
Sustainability Expo, Fieldhouse,
10 a.m.
February 24: Spectrum Series:
- Connecting with Foods of Af-

rica, Murray Boardroom, 4:30
p.m., RSVP required (visit ups.
edu/diversity.xml)
February 25: Yuki Miyamoto:
Beyond the Mushroom Cloud
lecture, Wyatt 101, 5 p.m.
February 27: University Symphony Orchestra, Schneebeck
Hall, 7:30 p.m.
March 4 & 5: Brown and Haley Lecture, Kilworth Chapel,
7 p.m.
March 11: University Jazz
Band, Schneebeck Hall, 7:30
p.m.
March 24: Bruce Lincoln:

the ever-popular Drag Show. Be
sure to mark your calendars for:
March 29: A King
Troupe is coming in to
host a Drag 101 Workshop
April 17: The Day of Silence:
"a student-led day of action
when concerned students, from
middle school to college, take
some form of a vow of silence
to bring attention to the namecalling, bullying and harassment -- in effect, the silencing
-- experienced by LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) students and their allies" (www.dayofsilence.org )
April 24: The Drag Show,
which is kicking off the Power
of One conference, an LGBT
leadership conference UPS is
hosting this year. Skirm said,
"the show is going to be huge,
flaming and all together a gay
ol' time!" She would know, as
she performed last year. Student auditions for those who
are interested in performing will take place early April.
B-GLAD meets Tuesdays at
6 p.m. in the Student Diversity
Center, across from Diversions.

Sanctified Violence in the Ancient Mediterranean, Trimble
Forum, 5 p.m.
March 26: Donna Freitas: Sex
and the Soul, Kilworth Chapel,
7 p.m.
March 31: The Death of Innocents: An Eyewitness Account
of Wrongful Execution by Sister
Helen Prejean, Schneebeck
Hall, 7:30 p.m.
April 5: Brassworks Concert,
Kilworth Chapel, 7 p.m.
April 8: Rino Lazo and Arturo
Garcia Bustos: Two Treasured
Artists of Mexico, Rotunda, 7
p.m.

April 17: Opera: Mozart's The

BY CLAIRE SCHAFFER

FEATURES WRITER
For those of you who enjoyed
the SOJA concert this past Friday, or those of you who could
not be there to partake of the
reggae-goodness, you might
check out the Cauze CD release
party coming up on March 7 at
Columbia City Theater (tickets
10$ in advance), and, if you're
over 21, Clinton Fearon and the
Boogie Brown Band are playing
Friday, Feb. 20 at Nectar in Seattle (tickets $10 in advance). In
the meantime watch The Harder
They Come, a cult classic, or find
more upcoming reggae shows
at www.seattlereggae.com .
Fun Fact: Bob Marley s birthday just passed, it was Feb. 6.
If you re not into reggae,
perhaps you'd be interested in
making your own glass bobble.
We've all seen the Chihuly installation in Wyatt Hall, but
what you might not know is
that it's possible to take a one
day glassblowing class in downtown Tacoma for only $50. MSpace Studio will be offering a
glass float-blowing workshop
Saturday, March 14. The class is
four hours long, but most of it
is spent watching other people
choose the colors they want
and create their floats, so it is
possible to be done and leave
in about forty-five minutes or
an hour. The class is sponsored
by Metroparks Tacoma, which
also offers outdoor adventures,
sports, art, and dance classes,
and nature outings. You can
browse through their catalogue at metroparkstacoma.org .
Also coming up is "The Intergalacitc Nemesis: A Comic
Radio Play" at Theatre on the
Square March 7 and 8 (tickets $22 or $34). For those of
us without that much money
to spend, there's gypsy jazz at
the Madolin Cafe 11-1 p.m.
on Feb. 22, and game nights

April 24: University Band and
Wind Ensemble Concert, Schneebeck Hall, 7:30 p.m.
April 29: University Jazz Band
Concert, Schneebeck Hall, 7:30
pm.
May 2: Adelphian Concert
Choir with Chamber Ensembles, Kilworth Chapel, 7:30
p. m.
May 4: Percussion Ensemble
Concert, Schneebeck Hall, 7:30
Magic Flute, Schneebeck Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.
April 18: The Magic Flute,
Schneebeck Hall, 7:30 p.m.
April 19: The Magic Flute,
Schneebeck Hall, 2 p.m.
p.m.
May 5: University Chorale and
Dorian Singers with Chamber
Ensembles, Kilworth Chapel,
7:30 p.m.
May 6: University Wind Ensemble Concert, Karlan Quad,
4 p.m.
Plus...
Uncle Vanya
Spring 2009 Faculty-Directed
Theatre Production

at the same cafe Monday the
16 and Monday the 23. Puget
Sound Outdoors will continue
to provide shuttle service for
students up to Snoqualmie every Saturday until March 7.
If you would rather stay on
campus, I highly recommend the
Thursday seminars from 4-5 in
Thompson 175. Usually they're
pretty witty, and extremely
informative. Some upcoming events around campus are:
A Sustainability Expo Saturday, Feb. 21 in the Fieldhouse
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (free!)
A production of "Uncle Vanya" starting February 27
A "Religion and Violence"
lecture, "Beyond the Mushroom Cloud: The Ethics of
Remembering, Responsibility,
and Reconciliation in Atomic
Bomb Discourse," given by Yuki
Miyamoto
The band "Hybrid" will be
playing in the Rotunda February 13 from 8-10 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 16 at 5 p.m.
Edith Hall, a British Classicist,
will be lecturing on "Ancient
Slavery and Modern Abolition"
On Wednesday Feb. 18 at 7
p.m. in Kilworth Chapel you
can attend "The Spiritual Heart
of Islam: A Night of Whirling
Dervishes and Sufi Chant!"
SymPOEsium is the Feb.
16- 20, with lectures each day
in Trimble Forum, and more
events at night, including An
Evening with Edgar Allan Poe,"
Alfred Hitchcock's The Birds,
and an Edgar Allan Poe themed
open mic night.
If you get sick of Poe, I suggest reading some of Charles
Bukowski's work, it's also rather
depressing, but in more of an
explicit-perverted-old-man
kind of way. Some of his works
are "Love is A Dog From Hell:
"Play The Piano Drunk Like A
Percussion Instrument Until
The Fingers Begin To Bleed A
Bit," and "You Get So Alone At
Times That It Just Makes Sense."

SymPOEsium
February 16-20
A week-long festival celebrating 200 years since the birth of
Edgar Allan Poe. and features
dramatic readings, films, impersonations, music, seminars,
lectures, discussions, and more.
Trimble Forum, Rotunda and
Rausch Auditorium. Schedule
available at www.ups.edu/SymPOEsium
Norton Clapp Theatre
February 27, 28, March 5, 6, 7
7:30 p.m. every day; additional
2 p.m. matinee on March 7
Senior Theatre Festival
The Woman in Black
The Gene Pool
Peter Pan
Death of the Maiden
The Festival will be held on
weekends throughout the
spring in Norton Clapp
Theatre. Schedule of plays and
showtimes at events.ups.edu .
For more information on these
and other events, visit events.
ups.edu.
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King Friday XIII killed on electric trolley
Prince Tuesday assumes office as Neighborhood of Make-Believe mourns
BY

PETE MOSSE

HEAD IMAGINATOR

The Neighborhood of MakeBelieve's beloved monarch,
King Friday XIII, was physically assaulted and killed by
an assassin early this morning.
He died from the forceful and repeated insertion of
a large hand into his body,
perforating his cloth heart,
and tearing the thread stitching on his left lung and liver.
The assault occurred while
Friday was aboard the electric
trolley, reportedly heading for
the Museum-Go-Round to
draft a new bill with Lady Elaine
Fairchilde concerning the importance of sharing and being
mindful of people's feelings.
Prince Tuesday, who was riding on a separate trolley, survived harm and was quickly
taken to the Castle where he
was sworn in as the Neighborhood of Make-Believe's fourteenth monarch since the Glorious Puppet Revolt of 1664.
Shortly after the assassination, Henrietta Pussycat was arrested by the N.O.M.B. police
and is currently awaiting trial.
Pussycat had been an avid protester of King Friday XIII ever
since he took office in 1968 and
is best known for her former

assassination attempt in 2004
when she and the late Daniel
Striped Tiger left a clock bomb
near the Castle's lower east wall.
Mr. Tiger had been most famous for his work in the restoration and renovation of the city's
historical grandfather clock, and
it is widely speculated that Henrietta Pussycat turned the loveable tiger into a deranged killer
by nursing his catnip addiction.
In an interview last month,
Pussycat was quoted as saying,
"The failed politics [meow] of
Friday's administration [meow]
are draining the life [meow]
out of this city and depriving
citizens of basic rights. The income gap [meow] between humans and puppets grows larger
each week. It's [meow, meow]
time we all take a stand and do
what [meow] needs to be done."
The murder weapon, a large
male hand roughly thirty years
of age, may possibly belong to
a human named Mr. McFeely,
who had been seen around the
area in recent weeks delivering
mysterious packages. The police
were unable to detain Mr. McFeely for questioning, as he is
roughly as tall as the Castle itself.
King Friday will be most remembered for his work in passing the National Kindness Law,
passed in 1989, which outlawed

•

unkind behavior. He was a bombastic, yet benevolent ruler famous for his long speeches and
infinite capacity for forgiveness.
Controversy filled much of
his final years. It has been speculated for some time that the
King struggled with various substance abuse problems. The incident with the Purple Panda in
1992 left many concerned about
Friday's mental health, yet his
niece, Lady Aberlin, would often furiously defend her favorite uncle from tabloid frenzy.
Upon news of the death of
the King, Aberlin released a
statement saying, "Uncle Friday taught us so many lessons.
This is a terrible and horrific
loss, but I'm sure there is a lesson to be learned here as well."
The Neighborhood of MakeBelieve's New King, Prince
Tuesday, is expect to give a State
of the Neighborhood Address
by the end of this week and lay
out his plans for the coming year.
There will be a Neighborhoodwide funeral and memorial service in the Saint Fred Rogers
Church at 3:00pm tomorrow.
King Friday XIII was 83
years of age and is survived by
his wife Queen Sara Saturday
and his son Prince Tuesday.
-Pete watched Mr. Roger's more
than a healthy amount
COMIC COURTESY / DAVID COHN
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UN announces Valentine's
gift exchange, US gets Cuba
BY

IVON AKISSU

HEART BREAKER

PHOTO COURTESY WIKIMEDIA.ORG

Security Rappo
The following incidents occurred on campus and were reported to Security Services
between Jan. 20 and Feb.13:
Students reported seeing multiple fat chicks on campus. Security staff
responded and ascertained that a cargo truck carrying Foster Farms chickens had
turned over on Union.
Students in Register reported being locked out of their rooms after a group
shower session. All patrols responded immediately.
An RA in Todd/Phibbs Hall reported that a student fell from a window on the
3rd floor. A security patrol raced for the extra box of Band-Aids from the Security office
before responding to the flower bed on the west side of Todd/Phibbs.
A student reported his vehicle, a 1996 Plymouth Breeze, stolen from the
Lawrence parking lot near N. 15th Street. A patrol responded, and the car was found 3
parking spots down.
A student reports seeing a dark and mysterous suspicious man standing outside
Harrington hall. Security responds and takes the student s shadow into custody.
Security Dispatch reported that security was out of cigarettes, a patrol was immediately sent to 7-11 in the golf cart.
Security report courtesy Chance Meating

This week the President of
the United Nations, Ban KiMoon, declared that the UN
would begin an annual tradition of a Valentine's Day gift
exchange. "I want this to be the
mark I leave upon the United
Nations," he said, "this holiday is really rough on a lot of
countries. I can change that."
At Tuesday's meeting of the
United Nations, he surprised
world leaders with sticks of
pink glitter glue and construction paper. Each was to write
the name of their country on
a card and place it in a big velvet bag. "Usually at this time
I would be midway through a
pint of mint chip while watching Golden Girls," said Denmark. After all the names were
in, the loudspeaker played The
Way You Look Tonight while
national leaders sucked on
colorful heart-shaped treats.
Each country walked up and
bashfully pulled a name from
the bag. Azerbaijan blushed
and giggled as it pulled out a
glittery slip that read "Russia".
When asked what it planned
to give, Azerbaijan said it
planned to ship 4,000 barrels of oil to Russia in a tanker

decorated with pink streamers.
It was announced yesterday
that the United States had drawn
Cuba and planned to surprise it
with Democracy. "We are shipping a few thousand American flags, tanks, and troops
out there by next week," said
the United States. The troops,
dressed in camo speedos, were
taught to salsa dance so they
could rid Cuba of communism
in the most rhythmic fashion.
The United States nervously
denied knowing who drew its
name, though a recent interview with Australia reveals that
it in fact drew the card that read
"United States." In fact, apress release recently declared that Australia is planning to present the
United States with 2,000 koalas
wrapped in heart-shaped boxes.
"Koalas are the gift that says:
here's a cuddly herbivore which
eats constantly for 3 out of the
5 hours it's awake; I love you,"
said Australia. In preparation
for the gift, President Obama
has asked that each family owning up to an acre of arable land
plant a eucalyptus tree so that
the koalas will have a habitat.
"I can't wait for the koalas,"
said 12-year-old Tacoma resident Suzy Jamison, "but my
mom says if we get to keep one,
I have to teach it to use the cat

box... and get rid of our cat." The
koalas will arrive by jumbo jet
and will be air dropped at even
intervals across the continental
United States. Heart shaped koala boxes will float down as golden parachutes release and they
land gracefully into childrens
outstretched arms on pillows
and in fields of yellow tulips.
They will awake from anesthesia and use their 5 talons and
opposable thumbs to claw their
way out of the boxes, like baby
birds hatching in springtime.
"The marsupials will probably crawl to the nearest tree
and resume sleeping upon arrival," says zoologist Kenneth
Milton, "they're very cuddly
and they love to be hugged
when they're sleeping." The astounding array of violent scars
upon Kenneth's face, arms, and
chest attest to his expansive
knowledge of animal behavior.
California's governor, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, has been placed
at the head of a team to orchestrate a thank-you gesture to Australia. "I think we will give them
something equally romantic and
cuddly," said the Terminator
while loading a shotgun, "like
a cargo ship full of koala pelts."
'

Ivon is building a house for her
koala out of an old shoebox and love

Disclaimer: The Combat Zone is a work of satire and does not reflect the views or opinions ofTbe Trail, its staff or the administration. In fact, the Combat Zone doesn't really represent the opinions of anyone. Please
send complaints to trail@ups.edu.
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Writer Sherman Alexie elicits mixed reactions
BY JENNY BARRON

A &E WRITER

so

In President Thomas's introduction to Sherman Alexie's
lecture, he described the author's tone as "serious play." This
paradoxical characterization
perfectly forecasted the evening.
In his performance, Alexie
I acted more like a comedian than
a writer. He waggled his opposable thumbs, wiggled his hips
and cracked sex joke after sex
joke while moving freely around
the stage. But there was an intellectual and literary theme to his
talk that he reinforced with each
Ct story: We all are the unreliable
narrators of our own lives. Our
senses fool us, our understanding is limited and our memories are anything but infallible.
That is what he said outright,
but beneath his irony he grappled with another layer of unreliability—misconception due to
the limitation of expectations.
He constantly subverted stereotypes in his jokes, especially
those concerningnNative Americans (or "Indians, as he prefers).
"We play captivity narrative,"
he said, in a joke about sexual roleplaying with his wife. "We play
SEE

ALEXIE: PRO

0

N FEB. 2, ACCLAIMED NATIVE AMERICAN FICTION AND POETRY
WRITER SHERMAN ALEXIE SPOKE IN SCHNEEBECK CONCERT HALL
AS PART OF THE SUSAN RESNECK PIERCE LECTURE SERIES IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND THE ARTS. THE TITLE OF HIS LECTURE: WITHOUT RESERVATIONS: AN URBAN INDIAN'S COMIC, POETIC, AND HIGHLY IRREVERENT
LOOK AT THE WORLD. THE EVENING WAS CONTROVERSIAL AND SPARKED
DIVERSE REACTIONS AMONG STUDENTS AND FACULTY.

PAGE I2
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BY JASON SCHUMACHER

A &E WRITER
If there is snow on the ground
and Sherman Alexie wants to play
basketball, he douses the court in
kerosene and lights it on fire. President Thomas recounted Alexie's
story prior to his talk on Feb. 2.
After being greeted with an exuberant round of applause, Alexie entered the stage, paced for a
few seconds, then began what
would be his insightful, yet comedic routine. Or so I expected.
The first and last two minutes
of Alexie's talk revolved around
the ideas of expectations and
deception. He alleged that, as
human beings, we are so limited
in our perceptions that our preconceptions taint and distort
reality. However, this theme was
not revisited in any meaningful way throughout the night.
Perhaps Alexie was expressing a postmodern theoretical
perspective by not expounding
upon this point. I found this
to be incredibly disappointing,
as I expected a talk that would
generate meaningful discussion.
It seems that I fell quite
handily into Alexie's trap of
presumption. In this way, he
SEE ALEXIE:

CON
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Controversy: Alexie's recent speech kept some audience members laughing, others disappointed.

SymPOEsium will applaud Edgar Allan The Fray
Interdisciplinary event unites campus around gothic writer

•

BY ELYSSA DAHL

A &E EDITOR
It is possible that when reflecting on the works of Edgar Allan Poe, you will be lulled into
a state of depression and hopelessness. A read of "The Fall of
the House of Usher" is enough
to make hair stand on end.
UPS is hosting SymPOEsium from Feb. 16 to Feb. 20,
to prove that Poe's works are
not merely about dead women
crawling out of mausoleums or
corpses sailing whaling ships.
Tiffany MacBain, Alison
Tracy Hale and Mita Mahato
from the English department
organized SymPOEsium with
the aim of raising discussion
between various disciplines

on campus. Central to that
discussion will be Poe, the
American master of the Gothic, who would be celebrating
his 200th birthday this year.
"We don't want this just to be
literary, we don't want to only
target English majors, we want
to bring people from all over the
campus together to learn about
different aspects of Poe's world,
because it was a fascinating
world he lived in," MacBain said.
Departments participating in
SymPOEsium range from biology to music, history to psychology, and everything in between.
Philosophy professor Justin Tiehen, who is giving a
talk called "Poe and Philosophy of Mind," said, "[Poe]
was really scientifically in-

formed for his day, read a fair
amount of _philosophy, so he's
not just a figure within literature, he's a figure of broader
intellectual interest, too."
The event will take place
on campus, over the course
of five days. Daytime sessions
in Trimble will be academically based. Professors will
give lectures on Poe's influences on their areas of study.
Night time sessions will provide a little entertainment,
and will be spread out over
campus. There will be a poetry reading, a short play, a
showing of Hitchcock's The
Birds and an Open Mic night.
Our very own Ronald Thomas is even planning a lecture
on Poe and detective fiction.

One of the central features of the event will be the
Bad Poe competition, sponsored by PEN Center USA.
Students are encouraged to
write short stories or poems
parodying Poe. To make sure
submissions are just ridiculous
enough, they must include a
raven, the term "buried alive"
and the word "mustachioed."
If you have had to read
"The Raven" as many times
as I have, it will be a welcome release to poke a little
fun at Poe's classic formula.
Although Bad Poe submissions are no longer being accepted, Open Mic night is a great
way to get involved with SymSEE

POE
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Local artist Chihuly displays new work
BY ROSE THOMPSON

A &E WRITER
Tacoma is understandably
abuzz with glass artist Dale
Chihuly's work; his colorful
and creative exhibits downtown
attract visitors from far and
wide. But have you heard of the
Chihuly glass on display in the
welcoming warmth of nearby
Wright Park's W.W. Seymour
Botanical Conservatory? Only
a couple of weeks remain to
view this stunning greenhouse
glass, which celebrates the conservatory's 100th anniversary.
Step in from the outskirts of
Wright Park, a popular downtown destination for joggers,
dog walkers and a few less savory
characters, and there lies the
conservatory, a Victorian-style
glass dome with a permanent
collection of over 550 plant spe-

cies. Visitors to the conservatory receive immediate sensory
respite. Not only is there a myriad of vibrant colors to soak up,
but the scent of tropical flowers infuses the air and soothing
music plays in the background.
The vast assortment of glass
pieces invites arts enthusiasts,
ranging from bright red and yellow orbs floating in a koi pond to
enormous purple Macchia displayed amidst tulips (Macchia
are spotted bowl-shaped glass,
reminiscent of the deep sea).
Many of these pieces are the
result of Chihuly's experimentation with Italian, Japanese, and
Finnish glass work. The only
drawback is the cramped pathways of the greenhouse, but
avoiding peak weekend hours
would provide some elbowroom.
Metroparks of Tacoma strongly promotes the arts. On my
visit, three staff members were

on hand at the conservatory to
answer questions and guard the
glass. According to parks worker Mike Kenna, the Chihuly
display has experienced "quite
a run since November. Attendance has been about one thousand percent more than average."
Chihuly himself is responsible for this mammoth increase in visitors, for it is his
generous donation of glass that
currently graces the greens of
Wright Park's conservatory.
All of the glass on display
is for sale, and while only one
piece was specifically created
for this exhibit, setting up
the production was no small
task for Team Chihuly and
Metroparks workers. Most of
the plants in the main viewing
room had to be temporarily removed for the three days it took
workers to arrange the collection of extremely fragile glass.

If you have the chance to catch
the tail end of this exhibit, I urge
you to take the short trek over to
Wright Park. Pick a particularly
overcast day, and immerseyourself in the colorful world of. Chihuly's wondrous glass mingled
with exotic plants and whatever
else you happen to come across in
Tacoma's lovely downtown park.

Wright Park is located
on Division and I Street.
Reap the third Thursday benefits that Tacoma's arts scene
offers, or make a $5 donation
in the name of nature and glass.
Exhibit through Feb. 22,
2009. Conservatory openyearround, Tues. thru Sun., 10 a.m.4:30 p.m., excluding holidays.

releases
another
hit album
BY HANNAH CHASE

A &E WRITER
Isaac Slade, Joe King, Ben
Wysocki and David Welsch:
these four names may not mean
anything to you, but others
might just recognize the four
names that belong to the members of the hit band The Fray.
The Denver-based band began with an unexpected meeting between Slade and King.
With Slade on piano and vocals and King on guitar, the
two began to perform two
man jam sessions. Slade later
brought in Wysocki and Welsch to complete the band.
Their debut album, How to
Save a Life was released in Sep.
2005 and became an instant
hit. The album's first single
"Over My Head (Cable Car)"
peaked at number eight on
the charts and "How to Save
a Life" was considered one
of the biggest hits of 2006.
For almost four years the
public has wanted more. Only
at concerts were fans given
hints of what was to come.
Fortunately the wait is
over and it was worth it.
On Feb. 3, 2009, The Fray released their self-titled sophomore
album. Comprised of eleven
songs, the album is an example of
how a band can mature with time.
The Fray has not lost their
original charm. The songs "You
Found Me" and "Absolute"
SEE FRAY PAGE 12
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Vagina Monologues cast ready to perform
BY JEN DAVIS

A &E

WRITER

Discussion of Feb. 14 is generally met with one of two obvious responses, both of which
are usually dictated by one's relationship status. Love it or hate
it, however, Feb. 14 also marks
another important celebration,
cultivated fairly recently, to
serve a purpose beyond candy
hearts and bouquets of roses.
The Vagina Monologues is a
play written by Eve Ensler and
made up of numerous vignettes
that celebrate the power and the
plight of women and their vaginas. For more than five years,
it has been produced annually
at UPS and colleges around the
country on the weekend of Feb.
14 in celebration of V-Day, an
alternative holiday created by
Ensler to celebrate women and
take a stand to end violence
against them. UPS's yearly production is sponsored by VAVA,
or the Vagina Anti-Violence Alliance, a campus organization
which strives to heighten awareness to prevent sexual assault.
Each year, the production
centers on a different contemporary event. Last year's Monologues took its theme from
women's issues in post-Katrina

ALEXIE: PRO

PHOTO COURTESY/GLORIA TRESEDER

V Day: Cast members assembling a shirt to publicize the event.
-

New Orleans. This year, the play
will focus on gender roles in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
Many of the cast members
continue their involvement
from year to year, and many
become involved because of
their interest in VAVA. According to Aliya Simcoff, the real
beauty of The Vagina Mono-

CONT. FROM PAGE I I

Indian warrior and the schoolmarm—I put on the hoop skirt."
Alexie dryly rejoiced in the
racial breakthrough of Barack
Obama's presidency: "The six
conservatives in the audience—
you get to hate a black man
and not feel guilty; you can say,
`that liberal Dastard..'" And he
didn't shy away from political
incorrectness; I want this to
become a world where 'vaguely gay' is highly complimentary," he said, quite seriously.
Most of all, the performance
itselfwas a subversion of expectations. He did not perform a single reading; he did not talk about
his writing process. He waggled
and wiggled, crouched down on
the ground for ten minutes and
explained the surprising sexual
habits of lesser-known animals.
The only audience member
to walk up to the microphone
during the Q & A period said,
"You were a different person
than the person who wrote
the books... It was so different than what I expected."
Alexie responded, "Why is that bad?"
To the audience, he said,
"Honestly, I would do this even
if you weren't laughing. We're
supposed to be made uncomfortable; I would hate it if I
spent my time having my biases
confirmed." Turning back to
the woman, he finished, "I don't
think you read my books right.
Try again. All of me, all of me
you saw tonight, is in the books."
Although the interaction was

painful to watch, and many audience members felt that Alexie responded harshly to the woman,
the question was the most important moment of the evening.
It drove home Alexie's point: the
things we think we know, are sure
that we know—memories, sensory perception, even the "truths"
of stereotypes—limit our perception and experience of reality.
With a more literary twist, they
limit the narrative of our life.
The woman's question also reinforced the monumental task
Alexie has set before himself.
It is hard to convince people
that they naturally and unintentionally construct unreliable
narratives of their own lives.
In literary discussion, unreliable narrators usually willfully deceive readers, but I am
convinced that the biggest
culprit of unreliability is misconception. Sherman Alexie's
lecture topic approached unreliability from this angle,
and I thought it was dead-on.
Unfortunately, some audience members were distracted
with the literal implications of
his irony and others by the very
betrayal of their expectations.
At the reception in Wyatt following the lecture, I questioned
Alexie about the woman's reaction. He seemed troubled.
"That's never happened before," he said, although he
was sure people have quietly
thought as much. And then he
said that when he arrived home,
he was going to write about it.

BLUE MOUSE THEATRE
2611 N. Proctor St.
Fri Feb 13th - Wed Feb 18th
Marley & Me
Nightly @ 7:00 pm
Saturday and Sunday Matinee @ 4:00 pm
Rated PG
Thursday Feb 19th
Tacoma Sister Cities International Film & Food Festival
Ushpizin ( Israel )
Doors open 5:45 pm
www.tacomafilmfood.org

253.752.9500

www.bluemousetheatre.com

logues is that "they turn taboo
into the spotlight." For those
who worry about the supposed
"male-bashing" that the title
of the play seems to invite, they
can rest assured that the play
itself is not, nor was it ever intended to be "anti-men," cast
member Elizabeth Newton said.
Along with providing a stage

ALEXIE: CON
was effective in showing me
that my expectations of him
and his talk were unfounded.
However, when it comes to
the Pierce Lecture, one of the
most prestigious and generously endowed lectures on
campus, certain presumptions are useful and necessary.
For example, expecting that
one might synthesize one or two
thought-provoking points from
such a talk seems to be a reasonable and healthy expectation.
But perhaps I am going about
this the wrong way. Let's look
at what Alexie Sherman actually said at his talk. If my recollection is accurate, he jumped
from thematic element to thematic element with no apparent cohesive theme, other than
a desperate reliance on his own
fame and thoroughly dated material in order to derive an excessive number of cheap laughs.
To say that Alexie had no thematic cohesion would not be
telling the whole truth. There
were several points that he kept
revisiting, although none in any
coherent order. Sex, race, and liberalism were all on the forefront

FRAY
are reminiscent of their debut album. In fact, this album
sounds as though it is a continuation of How to Save a Life,
which is not a terrible thing.
The similar sound proves that
they have found their comfort
zone. Although some might argue that this means that they
are afraid to take risks, it appears to be working for them.
Each track is unique. The
entire album is fueled by tension. The transitions from
song to song are excellent. It
is a beautifully made album.
The instrumentals and vocals
are perfectly pieced together.
From the very first seconds
of the track "Syndicate," the

for important issues that are
highly relevant to a college campus, the production also serves
as a first-time performance experience for many. There are
no cuts in the casting process
and anyone who wants to join
is welcome. This process only
further emphasizes the true
spirit of the play: its message of
non-violence and acceptance is
truly the most important part.
The play opened on Thursday night and continues
through this weekend, with
shows tonight and Saturday in Rausch Auditorium.
Both men and women should
go," Newton said, discouraging
people from shutting off to the
project just because of its title.
In response, Simcoffreminded
us, "Don't fear the vagina!" Indeed, merely the fact that the dialogue about these issues is open
is something to be thankful of.
So this Valentine's Day, before
planning that expensive dinner date, or resigning yourself
to an evening's worth of wallowing in loneliness, consider
going to see this production.
As the cumulative effort of
students who want their message heard, it will most definitely prove to be, at the very least,
the most informative Valentine's Day you will experience.
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of Alexie's brain that night, as he
chose to utilize the tried, true, and
tired trifecta of cheap comedy.
Perhaps Alexie's worst transgression of the night happened
during the question and answer
session. When asked why he,
the person on stage, did not resemble the person contained
within the pages of his books,
he responded with a barbed and
vitriolic attack on the woman
who asked him the question.
Instead of letting his response
rest, he insinuated that she was
sexually uptight and that she
needed a therapist (or to "loosen up") to get over these issues.
Alexie did achieve one thing:
he shattered my expectations
that we might get to listen to a
thought-provoking talk. I certainly did not want Alexie to
play the "wise Indian," a stereotype he wants to destroy.
However, he did not have
to be the "wise Indian" in order to deliver wise commentary. So, douse the basketball
court in kerosene and light it
on fire. Sherman Alexie wants
to play ball. We should be sure
that we give him a good game.
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listener can tell that they are
in for a treat. The first chords
grab your attention and holds
you until the last note is played.
Each song should be listened to and appreciated.
There is even a surprise in store
for those listening closely.
For one song The Fray breaks
away from their ordinary sound.
"We Build Then We Break" is
a distorted and "poppy" piece,
filled with percussion. The
song is quite different from
the other tracks, but it is a
nice deviation from the norm.
The Fray has once again created
a hit album. I suggest that any fan
o flhe Fray or similar artists listen
to it soon. It is simply fantastic.
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POEsium. It will be held Feb.
20 at 7 p.m. in Oppenheimer
Cafe, and is welcome to anyone
with Poe-related pieces to share.
So, why Poe? Why not an author who brings us a little more
joy? A.A. Milne, for example?
Julie Nelson Chrisoph of
the English department said,
"He's interested in what makes
people tick and even though
his theory of psychology is
kind of twisted, I think the
sort of dark side of humanity
is always there and he's willing to delve into the subjects
that people don't, generally."
MacBain agreed with this
account. "A lot of time you'll
think of Edgar Allan Poe as this
strange anomaly, this weird guy
who wrote creepy stories, but
really he was a product of his
times. He wasn't that odd, at the
time. And I think as a people
we still like exploring the dark
side a little
bit: she said.
It might not
be clear after
reading "The
Pit and the
Pendulum,"
but Tiehen
sees a differGo to
ent side to
www2.ups.
Poe, one with edu/Sym POa little humor.
Esium.
"There's
a
kind of playfulness and a real eccentricity. He's just really coming at
whatever he's doing from what
was a different angle, and I can
see how it felt radical," he said.
It is that humor and radicalism that is being channeled
for SymPOEsium, allowing
its contributors to see Poe as
more of a complex character than a brooding writer.
His insights, "provide the
opportunity to think about
how interdisciplinary connections might be made in our
own time: Christoph said.
Poe's works continue to
inspire discussions in modem times, even for those
who are not literature buffs.
It will be worth your time
to set aside any secret fear
of black cats, and check out
SymPOEsium next week.
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Read
more
about
the
event:

GRAND
CINEMA

Tickets are
$6.50 with
your
student H)!

THE WRESTLER (R)
Fri-Mon: 1:00, 3:45, 6:20, 8:50
Tues/Wed: 3:45, 6:20, 8:50
Dors: 1:00, 3:45, 6:20, 8:50

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE

(R ►

Fri-Mon: 1:20, 4:00, 6:35, 9:05
Tues/Wed: 4:00, 6:35, 9:05
Thurs: 1:20, 4:00, 6:35, 9:05

DOUBT (PG 13)
-

Fri: 3:15, 6:00.8:30
Sat-Mon: 12:45, 3:15, 6:00.8:30
Tues/Wed: 3:15, 6:00, 8:30
Thurs: 12:45, 3:15, 6:00, 8:30
WWW.GRANDCINEMA.COM
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